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. = John Jacobs Wins

Airboat Races Benefit
Driver That Lost Arm

By JOHNNY WILSON
iNews  Duldoars Editor)

ANDYTOWN—The first annual Flovida
Championships at Ron Bergeron's new Air-
boat Park yesterday [IHfed ot lo be a
henefit performance for a fellow competitor
injured in a pre-race practice sesslon.

It wasn't planned that way—cspecially
by the guy injured—it just worked oul thal
way.

The evenl. first of its Kind on the unique
facility Bergeron has buill on U.5. 27 a few

“mifes sonth of this minute community, went

through a foll program of class races, a
cross-country chase (run twice due lo a
sloppy original ‘start, quarter-mile drags
and a half-frack race.

Several engines were blown among the
40-hoat field, two rigs threw propellers (ono
all the way into the parking lot behind the
bleachers) and track owner, Ron Bergeron,
was headed Lo the hospital himself at the
end of the day to have stitches put in a
savere hand cut suffered in a fip during
the eross-country race,
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That happened while he was fighting for
the lead with Ft. Landerdale’s John Jacobs,
who went on o win the cross-couniry race
handily with his 260-horsepower rig.

Most of the winners donated all or most
of iheir prize money to Johnny Ellis of
Hialeah. Ellis, the father of five, losi am
arm; most of hiz leeth and suffered severe
body culs Saturday when his 10-{fool fiber-
glass airboat became airborne during prac-
fice and threw him into the propeller.

A Game Commission helicopter flew him
lo Broward General; where he iz reporied
in serious condilion today.

While Ellis was out of the compelition

yesterday, his small boal E 11?: I'-;ﬂ;!wn?
the day's bip winfer un { and o
Gary ’[:'l'hurinfn. a Melbourne buddy of El-
ls'. The boat won Class 3 (135-150 horse-
power), the 15-mile overall championship
and dusted off all comers in becoming top
eliminator in the quarter-mile drags.
Immediately after the program was
completed, it was announced that Bos

Boswell of Ft. Lauderdale, a one-time pow-

er boal racer of nole, had bought both of
Ellis' boats and thal he waz going 1o donate
any winnings in the April 19 B_:ward
Championships fo help defray hospital ex-

NS, .
PUWith the driver's contributions ($650)
and from what the 4,300 spectators donated
($364), there was a kitty of $1,414 for Ellis.

REF]
WINNER — John Ja-
cobs of Ft. Lauderdale
happily waves the

checkered f[lag Fyr
himself as he goe¥

across the finish line
first in the ¢ross coun-
try ra-:fe.



